Charles Dicken Biography Questions

Charles Dicken had many experiences in his life that later helped shape works such as A Christmas Carol. As you research the author, please answer the questions below. We will use this information to drive our discussions of the novel. If you run out of space, use the back to write your answers.


1. Where was Charles Dickens born? How did his childhood home and experiences influence the novel?

2. What surprising detail did you discover about Dickens?

3. Name one way A Christmas Carol influenced holiday traditions. 

4. What were Dickens views on treatment of the poor?

5. Why was it so significant that Dickens often highlighted the plight of the poor in his works? 

6. How was A Christmas Carol initially published?

7. What was Dickens’ first job? How old was he when he started? How many hours did he work, and what was his pay? 

8. At what age did Dickens leave formal education? 

9. How many children did Dicken have? In what way could this have influenced a work like A Christmas Carol? 

10. How did Dickens wish to be buried? Were his wishes adhered to? 


1. What is a "stave," and what is the significance of the novel being sectioned into four different staves? 
2. Why does the narrator make such a point of Marley’s being dead?
3. Why doesn’t the weather affect Scrooge?
4. How is Scrooge’s nephew different from Scrooge?
5. What do the “portly gentlemen” who come in after Scrooge’s nephew leave want?
6. How does the knocker change?
7. Why does Scrooge like the darkness? (just after the incident with the knocker)
8. What has Marley’s ghost been doing since his death?
9. What is the warning that Marley gives Scrooge?
10. Why are the phantoms (three paragraphs from the end of the stave) upset?
11. What was the strangest thing about the way the spirit looked? (sentence beginning “but the
strangest thing…)
12. What is Scrooge’s initial attitude toward the spirit?
13. What is different about Scrooge when he says “Remember it? I could walk it with a blindfold?”
14. Who is Scrooge talking about when he says “Poor boy!”
15. What does it tell us about Scrooge when Dickens observes “a rapidity of transition very
foreign to his usual character.”?
16. When Fan comes to pick Scrooge up, we learn a reason why Scrooge may have turned out
the way he did. What is this reason?
17. What kind of people are the Fezziwigs?
18. Who is Belle and why was she important to Scrooge?
19. Why does Scrooge say “Remove me.” (five paragraphs from the end of the stave)
20. How does Scrooge try to "extinguish the light"? Does he succeed? What is the light a
symbol of?

Please answer the following questions for the second half of the novel:

1. What does the Ghost of Christmas Present look like?
2. What is this ghost’s personality like?
3. How has Scrooge’s attitude toward his being escorted by a ghost changed?
4. What are three significant things we learn about the Cratchits?
5. How is Scrooge affected by seeing the family?
6. What would Fred think would be a positive outcome of his Christmas invitation to Scrooge
(the sentence beginning, “if it only…”)?
7. What happens to Scrooge’s mood as the party goes on? Why do you think this happens?
8. What does it mean to say the boy and the girl (Ignorance and Want – the last paragraphs of
Stave 3) are “Man’s children”?
9. What does the spirit of Christmas Future look like?
10. What is the significance of this spirit's appearance?
11. What is this spirit’s personality like?
12. How does Scrooge feel about this spirit?
13. What is the point of the long discussion between Joe and Mrs. Dilber? Hint: they relate to
Scrooge’s property.
14. What are some of the words Dickens uses to create the mood of the paragraphs that follow? What is this mood?
15. When Scrooge asks the phantom to let him "see some tenderness connected with a death,”
what does the ghost show him?
16. What is the lesson Scrooge learns after his encounter with the final spirit that he had not learned before? Why is this
stave needed when Scrooge’s attitude had already changed so much
 


